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New York

An extraordinary sustainability
leadership story
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 New York in the 1970 and 80s was in decline -
better known for Its
— high crime rate and gangs,
— terrible traffic, pollution and broken subways
— Collapsing Neighborhoods and neglected parks.




Mayor Bloomberg - his leadership in creating a more
sustainable city has radically changed New York City




- Revitalized parks and plazas
- Road diets and cycle ways

- Public transit investment

- Energy efficient buildings
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Bryant Park
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Free public WiFi and free café style chairs and
small round tables for people meet and eat and
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Over 30 plaza/park projects are
currently underway
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Road diets




Times Square

An area once dominated by automobiles has been
given “Urban Acupuncture”
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Times Square

Now over 350,00 pedestrians everyday
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1 and a half football fields of new
pedestrlan space
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*The doubling of the
bike network since
2006 to 300km of bike
lanes

*more than 12,500 daily
commuter cyclists into
the Manhattan CBD-

*a massive 35 percent
Increase.







$US22billion in new rail and subway




Green buildings

 New York City has adopted some
of the most aggressive green
building legislation in the country,
Including requiring ongoing
energy efficiency upgrades in
existing buildings.

« USGBC has named Mayor
Bloomberg arecipient of its 2011
Leadership Award




« Public-private program with an ambitious goal: to
plant and care for one million new trees over the next
decade.




Greenhouse

 Through PlaNYC - NYC’s greenhouse gas emissions
reduction targets are based: a 30% reduction in emissions
below 2005 levels by 2030




GHG EMISSIONS COMPARISONS

When compared to other large cities in the United States and abroad, New York City has one of the lowest
per capita carbon emissions levels and the lowest of any large American city.

Figure 1: Per Capita Greenhouse Gas Emissions for U.S. and International Cities (excluding Agriculture and Non-Local Processes*)
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Cities
matter .
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Girardet (2006)

http://sustainablecities.dk/en



World Population living in Urban Areas, 1970-2030
by Region

urban share (%) urban population (million)
1970 2003 2030

677 896 1,015

84 329 748
428 1,399 2,576

163 417 602
1 2 4

1,353 3,044 4,945

Neilson (1999) and UN Population Division (2004)



INENWVOHGESIEOPUI AU GRNSINOWATIOSHVAUIAN

FILESIOCCUPYAZYROIMNENW O GSHANCNNEASSHECONLIULE
lzif) iwe=inirels of COZ 2rnissions

h‘

frore «

\.

SDURCE. LANDECaN GuOsal POFUATICN DATAEAEE Oar ROGE NaTilimas LABORATORY MAP By T GuLcey

http://creativeclass.com/whos_your_city/maps



New York City is showing strong sustainability
leadership but Mayor Bloomberg’s team are not

alone.

As chair of the C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, Mayor Bloomberg is
strengthening the ability of the largest cities around the world to adopt and
Implement similar, innovative sustainability policies



Leadership:
havmg a vision
todo it
differently and
then drive that

vision t ugh




Thanks

Feel free to contact me at:
mayor@fremantle.wa.gov.au



mailto:mayor@fremantle.wa.gov.au

Lessons for Sustainability Leadership

* Have a strong team to work with,

* be positive and seek out win/wins,

« see and live the vision - set the example,
« establish trust and do your research,

* be curious and creative and pick the low
nanging fruit ,

* have courage and take risks,

 celebrate your wins big and small.
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